The first and most important thing to consider when a case is brought before our notice is the diagnosis. To the patient who comes for relief, whatever the cause, it is to him simply a toothache and nothing more, and that is sufficient. But to us as diagnosticians it is of importance to know for a certainty the cause; whether, for example, it arises from irritation of the pulp of the tooth from exposure, or of the periodental membrane, or because of some obscure pathological condition elsewhere. The 
